Sector specific situation of child trafficking

Children are trafficked for diverse purposes including 1) sexual exploitation 2) begging, drug peddling and other illegal activities 3) occupational and labour reasons 4) entertainment or sports (circus, camel jockeys), 5) adoption rackets and 6) marriage.

There is very little data or statistics available as such. Most data are micro studies and to an extent projections based on surveys conducted by NGOs in the field. 

A sector-wise analysis reveals that children from the age of 12 are involved in prostitution. However, these children are so invisible that intervention is virtually impossible. Most children enter the profession for economic reasons and some willingly enter the profession with the full knowledge of their family. However, very few have come under the purview of the Department of Social Defence which works in tandem with the police.

In the case of bonded labour and domestic work, children from the marginalised and backward classes are extremely vulnerable to being trafficked. Children from the four southern states are trafficked to the northern states of UP, MP or Gujarat to work as labourers in hazardous occupations and processes. In addition to the trauma of being in a place where they do not know the local language and isolation from their families, the children are in constant threat of violence, long working hours, heavy workloads and are often subject to physical and sexual abuse. 

Virgil D’Sami of Arunodaya, an NGO in Chennai, says that “98% of children involved in domestic work are girl children. Children are brought in from rural areas to work as baby-sitters, to look after the hospitality of the family and guests, manual labour including fetching water and other menial tasks. Most children work 11-16 hours a day.” Beyond this, cases of children being branded with hot irons, being tortured, sexually abused have been reported. In a few extreme cases, children have even been burnt alive. 

Trafficking of children for reasons of adoption remains veiled and hidden as there is a Central Adoption Regulation Authority established following the Supreme Court guidelines (Lakshmikant Pande v. Union of India). This apart, institutions involved in adoption must get a licence from the State Government and a scrutinising agency must verify the bona fides of the clients. Despite the regulations, there are cases of adoption agencies bypassing such regulations as also children being given for adoption with the full consent of the parents themselves. 

Chandra Thanikachalam of Indian Council of Child Welfare admits that a lot of runaway children are coerced by the criminal nexus into organised begging rackets in the city streets and in front of religious institutions. Chennai city has children on the streets from Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. However, there is no data on the magnitude of children involved in begging. Statements made by children to the Juvenile Board reveal that children earn about Rs 100 a day. 

Factors facilitation child trafficking

The most important factor is the vulnerability of the household. It compels the family to voluntarily become a part of child trafficking. This vulnerability could take the form of location-related disadvantage as in lack of employment opportunities locally; rural indebtedness forcing the family to give the child as indenture labour; casual nature of employment; migration; unfavourable dependency ratio; lure of money; industrial demand for children, etc. 

The demand for children in industries like carpet weaving, fireworks, beedi rolling, small restaurants and sweat shops, is more due to the fact that they can be made to work longer hours for lesser pay, make them work in hazardous conditions difficult to find adults to work in; easier to intimidate; lesser pay, etc. 

Economic factors, religious sanction, cultural problems as well contribute to children being denied their rights. Socio factors such as being orphaned, abuse or incest at home, runaways from home, financial problems at home render children vulnerable to exploitation. 

Legislative provisions relating to trafficking and child rights

Under the Indian legal system, the word Child has been defined and used in various legislations differently, based on the varying concepts of the child as needing support, guarantee, protection, etc. 

