Prevention of parent to child transmission of HIV infection
What is this project about
The principal objective of this project is to prevent transmission of HIV from parents to children, specifically the pregnant women and her child during pregnancy, delivery and during breast feeding.. In addition, the project also seeks to promote the survival of the child and the health of the mother.

Why is this important
The largest number of people with HIV in India come from Tamil Nadu. Recent tests on pregnant women in the state have revealed HIV infection rates as high as 3% in some areas. This means that nearly 10,000 babies will be born with HIV infection every year unless we do something to protect them.

What can be done to protect babies from HIV infection
New drugs that can be given to the woman in the last trimester of pregnancy and to the infant within 72 hours after birth, have been found to cut transmission rates between 50% and 60%. UNICEF is collaborating with the Government of India to make this drug available to infected pregnant women in the country.

What can Rotary do
The government programme is currently limited to preventing HIV transmission from the pregnant woman to her child. However, infected women themselves need ongoing care and support if they are to look after their children properly. They will need medical as well as emotional care. In addition, women are being advised to not breast-feed their babies to reduce the risk of transmission from breast milk. However, we know that many women are unable to afford alternative baby food such as Cerelac, Nestum etc. The babies may escape HIV, but will die due to malnourishment. Rotary can ensure that a mother receives necessary medicines for herself and sufficient infant food for her baby.

How will Rotary identify affected people
Rotary can work in partnership with the South India AIDS Action Programme, (Siaap), and the Community Health Educational Society, (CHES), who have already planned a community based intervention project in Tamil Nadu. This project is spread over a four-year period and covers 4 districts in the first year, 8 districts in the second year, 20 districts in the third year, and 30 districts in the final year.

What is the unique feature of this project
The project will complement hospital based responses that the government has planned. This will ensure that there will be, both a bottoms up as well as top down models that will meld effectively.

What will the project cost
The project has been budgeted to cost approximately Rs.6.53 crores over a four year period. In the first year, the project is slated to cost about Rs.52 lakhs, in the second year about Rs.105 lakhs, in the third year, about Rs.210 lakhs, and in the fourth year about Rs.285 lakhs.

Can Rotary work on a part of the project
Yes, Rotary can choose to work in one district during the first year to cover four districts at the end of the fourth year.

What will be the cost of supporting one pregnant woman and a child for one year
The cost of supporting a pregnant woman and a child for one year will be approximately Rs.25,000/-.

Who can Rotary contact
Please contact Ms. Shyamala Nataraj, Siaap at 4403257 or siaap@eth.net or Dr. P. Manorama, CHES at  4726655 or pmanorama@yahoo.com.
